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Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 History Geography History Geography History Geography 

Class 1 Cycle 1 
(15/16) 

Changes in living 
memory linked to 
aspects of national 
life.  
 
 
Development of 
Emergency vehicles 

Locational knowledge 
 
 
Name and locate the 
world’s seven continents 
and five oceans. 
 
 

Lives of significant 
historical figures, 
including comparison 
of those from 
different periods 
including famous 
explorers. 
 
 
Christopher Columbus 

Locational 
knowledge 
Geographical skills 
and fieldwork 

 use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries. 
 

Changes in living 
memory (linked to 
aspects of local 
life.) 
 
Explore 
development in 
Milton Keynes 
with particular 
focus on Whaddon 
Farm. 

Locational knowledge 

Name, locate and 
identify characteristics 
of the four countries 
and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 

Class 1 Cycle 2 
(16/17) 

Changes in living 
memory linked to 
aspects of national 
life. 
 
Begin to develop 
chronological 
understanding through 
family timeline/tree. 
 
What do our 
grandparents tell us 
about their lives when 
they were young? 
 

Place and locational 
knowledge 
Where is united Kingdom? 
Where in the united 
kingdom do I live? (maps) 
 

 Understand 
geographical similarities 
and differences through 
studying the human and 
physical geography of a 
small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small 
area in a contrasting non-
European country 
 
Compare 
London and Bhutan or 
another topic related non 
European locality. 
 

Lives of significant 
historical figures. 
 
 
Grace Darling 
 

Human and physical 
geography 

 Identify seasonal 
and daily weather 
patterns in the 
United Kingdom and 
the location of hot 
and cold areas of the 
world in relation to 
the Equator and the 
North and South 
Poles 

Changes in living 
memory linked to 
aspects of 
national and local 
life. 
 
Historical 
understanding of 
natural world – its 
past, present and 
future. 
 
Visit Natural History 
museum Tring. 

Place Knowledge 
When focusing on 
London and Bhutan: 
Develop vocabulary: 

 Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: 

 key physical 
features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season and weather 

 key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop. 
Revisit Map reading. 

 
 

       

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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 History Geography History Geography History Geography 
Class 2 Cycle 1 

(15/16) 
A study of an aspect or 
theme in British 
history that extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 

Tudors 
Aspects of life in Tudor 
England (court of 
Henry VIII, leisure, 
religion, lives of rich 
and poor 

Locational knowledge 

 Locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 

Study of Ancient 
civilisation. 
 
Ancient Egypt 
 

Place and locational 
knowledge in the 
immediate area. 
 
Read maps, Google 
Earth and Aerial 
photographs to 
identify key places in 
Milton Keynes. 

Events and 
significant 
individuals 
beyond living 
memory that are 
significant 
nationally or 
globally. 
Pioneers and 
native Americans. 
(topic linked) 

Human and physical 
geography. 
 
Describe the uses and 
importance of water: 
 
World Water Week 

Class 2 Cycle 2 
(16/17) 

Lives of important 
people from the past. 

 
Florence Nightingale  
 

 How 
shehelped us 
today. 

 Compare 
hospitals and 
healthcare of 
today and in 
the past. 

 

Geographical skills and 
fieldwork 

 Use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key 
stage. Use simple compass 
directions (North, South, 
East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, 
near and far; left and 
right], to describe the 
location of features and 
routes on a map. With a 
focus on St Lucia. 
 

Early British history 
with focus on iron 
age. 
 
The lives of Celtic 
warriors and how 
they lived in early 
Britain. 
 
 

Place knowledge 
 

 Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country. 
 

Develop a 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and 
understanding of 
ancient Britain.  
 
 
Development of 
Early farming in 
stone age 
following hunters 
and gatherers.  
 
 

Human and physical 
geography 

 Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas 
of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and 
South Poles 

 use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: 

 key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather 

 key human features, 
including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop 

        

        
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 History Geography History Geography History Geography 



Humanities Curriculum Overview 2016-17 

 

3 
 

Class 
345 

Cycle 1 
(15/16) 

Changes in an aspect 
of social history. 
 
Crime and punishment 
from the Anglo-Saxons 
to the present. 
 

Locational knowledge 

 Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 

 name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time 

Develop our 
chronological 
understanding of 
British history.   
 
 
Investigate the 
changing powers of 
monarchs using case 
studies such as John, 
Anne and Victoria. 

Locational knowledge 
 

 Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night). 

Achievements of 
Earlier civilisations and 
influence on the 
western world. 
 
Origins of the Olympic 
Games and the 
influence over the 
western world. Explore 
the Olympic ideals and 
how historical events 
help us appreciate 
unity.  Discover the 
British History of 
Leisure and 
entertainment over 
time.   

Place knowledge 
 

 Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through the 
study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and 
a region within North 
or South America. (link 
to topic where 
appropriate) 

Class 
345 

Cycle 2 
(16/17) 

Broaden knowledge of the 
earliest ancient civilisation  
 

Ancient Greece 

 Who and where 
were the ancient 
Greeks? 

 What city states 
were in ancient 
Greece?  

 What did the 
ancient Greeks 
believe?  

 What was daily 
life like in ancient 
Greece?  

 What Impact did 
ancient Greek 
influence have on 
future world. 

Human and physical geography 
(Greece) 
 Locational Knowledge. 

 Use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

 use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

 Hemispheres and 
begin to know time 
zones. 

 

The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements. 
 
Neil Armstrong 

Geographical skills 
and fieldwork 

 Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied 

Roman Empire 
and its impact on 
Britain. 
 
 
 
Roman Empire and 
British resistance. 

Human and physical 
geography, Locational 
Knowledge. 

 Describe and understand 
key aspects of: 

 physical geography, 
including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and the 
water cycle 

 human geography, 
including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and 
water 

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 History Geography History Geography History Geography 

Class Cycle 1 The development of Church, Locational knowledge State and Society in Britain Human and physical Industrial Britain 1745- Geographical skills and 
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678 (15/16) state and society in 
Medieval Britain 1066-1509  
 

 
Black Death 

 

 The Plague 

 How it spread 

 Cures 

 Consequences, 
psychological, 
social, economic 

 British historian, 
Elizabeth 
Penrose, in 1823 

 extend locational knowledge 
and deepen their spatial 
awareness of the world’s 
countries using maps of the 
world to focus on Africa, Russia, 
Asia (including China and 
India), and the Middle East, 
focusing on their environmental 
regions, including polar and hot 
deserts, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and 
major cities 
 

since 1509-1745  
 
With focus on society, 
economy and culture e.g. 
work, leisure (literature, 
theatre, and art), religion 
and superstition in daily 
life. 
 
 
 
 

geography  
 
 
Population, urbanisation 
and economic 
development in Britain. 

1901 
 
Investigate Britain as 
the first industrial 
nation.  What impact 
was made upon 
society? 
 
Explore different types 
of historical sources 
and how these can 
offer contrasting 
arguments or 
interpretations of how 
the past is constructed. 
 

 

fieldwork 

 build on their knowledge 
of globes, maps and atlases 
and apply and develop this 
knowledge routinely in the 
classroom and in the field 

 interpret Ordnance Survey 
maps in the classroom and 
the field, including using grid 
references and scale, 
topographical and other 
thematic mapping, and aerial 
and 
satellite photographs. 

Class 
678 

Cycle 2 
(16/17) 

A study of an aspect or 
theme in British History that 
extends pupil’s 
chronological knowledge. 
 
 

WW2 

Human and physical geography 

 Understand, through the use 
of detailed place-based 
exemplars at a variety of scales, 
the key processes in: 

 physical geography relating to: 
geological timescales and plate 
tectonics; rocks, 
weathering and soils; weather 
and climate, including the change 
in climate from 
the Ice Age to the present; and 
glaciation, hydrology and coasts 

  understand how human and 
physical processes interact to 
influence, and change 
landscapes, environments and 
the climate; and how human 
activity relies on effective 
functioning of natural systems. 

The development of British 
Empire with a depth study. 
 
 

India 
 
 

Place Knowledge 
 

 Understand 
geographical similarities, 
differences and links 
between places through 
the 
study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region within Africa, and 
of a region within 
Asia. 

A non-European 
society that provides 
contrasts with British 
history  study from 
early civilization. 

 
 

Mayan civilisation 
 

Physical Geography and 
Fieldwork 
 

 Use Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS) to 
view, analyse and interpret 
places and 
data 
 

 Use fieldwork in 
contrasting locations to 
collect, analyse and draw 
conclusions from 
geographical data, using 
multiple sources of 
increasingly complex 
information. 
 


